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The purpose of this Special Airworthiness Information Bulletin (SAIB) is to provide safety
information to Stemme Models S10 and S10-VT sailplane owners on the following:

Fire Protection – Preventive Actions for Enhanced Fire Protection

Background
An in-flight fire occurred on a Stemme Model S10-VT on July 14, 2001.  The accident investigation
revealed that the fire was not contained in the engine compartment.  The manufacturer conducted a
Model S10-VT design review and determined that modifications to the fuel and oil system and the
firewall design will significantly reduce the potential for a fire to ignite in the engine compartment
and increase the containment of an engine fire in the engine compartment.

The FAA issued an Airworthiness Concern Sheet (ACS) on June 10, 2002 for the Model S10-VT.
As result of the ACS, a Notice of Propose Rulemaking was issued for the Model S10-VT.

The FAA also consulted with the Luftfahrt-Bundesamt (LBA) concerning the need to also modify the
Models S10 and S10-V in a similar manner.  It is noted that the S10 and S10-V have a different
engine installation (non-turbocharged).  The Stemme Company subsequently developed Service
Bulletin A31-10-063.  This SB incorporates similar design modifications to the Models S10 and S10-
V as were conducted to Model S10-VT.

Safety Issue
Stemme GmbH & Co. has developed the following service information:
•  Service Bulletin A31-10-057, dated June 7, 2001, that improves the firewall opening gap around the

drive shaft.
•  Service Bulletin A31-10-063, dated September 11, 2002 that incorporates additional measures for fire

protection within the engine compartment.
•  Installation Instructions A34-10-063E, dated August 23, 2002, that describe the Installation Instructions

for Service Bulletin A31-10-063 referenced above.

We are including copies the Stemme Service Bulletins and Installation Instructions for your information.

NOTE:  We did not include pages 1 and 2 of A31-10-057 and A34-10-063 because they were
written in German.
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We are currently assessing the need to issue an FAA Airworthiness Directive for the Stemme S10 and
S10-V sailplanes.  In the interim, we are using this SAIB to inform U.S. owners of the modifications
Stemme GmbH & Company have developed.  If we determine that an AD is appropriate, we will issue a
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.

Recommendation
The FAA highly recommends that you, an owner or operator of Stemme Model S110-VT sailplane,
comply with the Service Bulletins enclosed.

For Technical Information Concerning These Safety Issues Contact:
Stemme GmbH & Co. KG, Gustav-Meyer-Allee 25, D-13355 Berlin, Germany; Telephone
49.3341.3111.70; Facsimile 49.3341.3111.73.

Stemme USA, Inc., United States Dealer for Stemme GmbH & Co. KG, 1401 South Brentwood
Blvd, Suite 760, Saint Louis, Missouri, 63144; Telephone (314) 721-5904; Facsimile (314) 726-
5114.

For Further Information Contact:
Mike Kiesov, Aerospace Engineer/Pilot, FAA, Small Airplane Directorate, 901 Locust, Kansas City,
Missouri, 64106; telephone (816) 329-4144; Facsimile (816) 329-4090.
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